In Finland it has been found that black rust often causes damage in the neighbourhood of barberry bushes. Information about this is often received at the Department of Plant Pathology. In the commune of Kymi in 1947, for instance, the yield of spring wheat near a barberry hedge was so low, due to heavy black rust, that the weight of I 000 kernels near the hedge was only sg. Even at a distance of 2 km. from the hedge the weight of 1000 kernels was somewhat lower than normal (7) .
In Since the common barberry, as was reported above, can always be injurious to corn-fields in its neighbourhood at least, and as this bush is still found in many parts of Finland, its eracidation through legal decree is a necessary action.
